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Minister’s letter 

 

May is quite an exciting month isn’t it.  Not only do those of us who 
work get 3 Bank Holidays…we also get to witness the rare occasion                   
of a Coronation, something many of us may have never witnessed                    
before, or if we did, it was something that happened whilst we were 
quite young. 

As Methodist’s we’re not really involved in the Coronation itself, that 
being a state occasion with the Church of England taking the lead on 
the service itself.  There is much however that the Coronation of 2023 
brings which we, as the people called Methodist, can connect with. 

The Coronation itself takes place on Saturday 6 May when no doubt                     
thousands will flock to London to be part of the celebrations.  If you’d 
like to be involved more locally, we will be showing the Coronation                   
between 10am and 2pm at Yate Methodist Church.  Bring along a                    
picnic and enjoy the experience with others. 

The Sunday then brings a focus which is important to Methodists.  
The  Sunday brings a focus on community and bringing community 
together.    The Big Lunch is back inviting communities to come                      
together and celebrate together.  On the Sunday we’ll be opening our 
doors here at Salem to the community as we share together in a                         
Coronation Street Party between 3pm and 5pm.  Bring some food and 
share with our neighbours as we ‘toast’ the new King. 

The Bank Holiday Monday then has a focus on volunteering with the 
Big Help Out. The Monday has a focus on encouraging people to                      
volunteer and giving thanks to those who already offer their time and 
skills.  I wonder if there is something that you could offer to others on 
that day as a way of giving back. 

The whole weekend therefore is a weekend of celebration, a weekend 
of community, a weekend of giving thanks.  At the very heart of it all 
though is a very unique Christian act of worship, the Coronation                    
service itself, in the grand setting of Westminster Abbey.  A reminder 
perhaps that Charles III is Defender of the Faith, something both he, 
and Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, both see, and saw, as a                        
significant part of the role to which God has called them. 

So I hope to see you at some point over the Coronation Weekend as 
we bring together both secular and faith to celebrate together this 
great occasion.  

           Leigh 



The celebration of Pentecost this month could be described as a birthday 
party for the Church, as we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first 
disciples (Acts 2:1-13). What are we celebrating? 

God’s Promise:    The disciples obeyed Jesus’ instructions as they gathered in 
the Upper Room: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised’ (1:4). They met expectantly in prayer for God’s promised gift. Just 
as we look forward to birthday presents, how eager are we to receive more 
of the Spirit in our lives? 

God’s Power:    ‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ (4). The disciples 
needed the power of the Spirit to be different: not fearfully gathered behind 
locked doors, but energised to make Christ known. The Spirit can transform 
our lives into the likeness of Jesus and give gifts to equip our witness. Alt-
hough the disciples’ experience of this power was overwhelming, it was es-
sentially an encounter with God’s love. For us, this can be equally emotional 
or quiet, but all are included, and nobody is excluded from this experience. 

God’s Purpose:    The disciples ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them.’ (4). The Spirit empowered their witness, so that everyone 
heard them speaking in their own ‘native language’ (lit: dialect, v8). We all 
have a story to tell of God’s activity in our lives and it’s the Spirit who trans-
lates our words and actions into a language that those around can under-
stand! At Pentecost, 3,000 people were added to the church in one day! 
What do we expect of the Spirit in our day? 

‘Let the Church return to Pentecost, and Pentecost will return to her. The 
Spirit of God cannot take possession of believers beyond their                     
capacity of receiving Him’ (Andrew Murray). 



The Coronation of King Charles III 

On 6th May His Majesty King Charles III will be crowned alongside                 
Camilla, The Queen Consort, in Westminster Abbey. How can we pray 
for him, as he approaches this important event? Paul says: ‘I urge, then, 
first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all  godliness and holiness.’ (1 Timothy 2:1,2). 

For God’s presence – to guide every aspect of King Charles’ life as he                            
prepares for his Coronation and future roles. At his Accession, he was 
proclaimed Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor of the Church 
of England. Charles has talked about ‘the Sovereign’s particular                                     
relationship and responsibility towards the Church of England – the 
Church in which my own faith is so deeply rooted.’ 

For God’s wisdom – as he provides leadership that will honour God and 
promote the wellbeing of our society. King Solomon prayed for wisdom 
for himself: ‘So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your peo-
ple and to distinguish between right and wrong.’ (1 Kings 3:9). 

For God’s love – to strengthen all relationships within the Royal Family; 
for reconciliation, understanding, forgiveness and good communication. 

For God’s purpose – to be fulfilled through the work of the King and 
Queen Consort and their family in the years to come. He has said: ‘and 
whatever may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve 
you with loyalty, respect and love, as I have throughout my life.’ 

A Prayer for the new King: 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King. Bless his reign and the life of 
our nation. Help us to work together so that truth and justice, harmony 
and fairness flourish among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



The vestry has been made            

into a  quiet space.  

It is there for anyone who                    

wishes to pray or simple sit and 

be quiet with their own 

thoughts. 

Please feel free to use the room 

at any time 

Wednesday Coffee morning 

May  3rd     10—11.30 a.                  

Come and share 

fellowship with 

friends 

Bacon Butties                                                 

or toasted teacakes                                     

with tea/coffee                                                                                     

Saturday May 20th                                                               

at 10 a.m. 

Good idea! 

Have you ever been just                        
sitting there, and all of a                          
sudden, you feel like doing 
something really nice for          
someone else?                              
That could well be God, 

WATER AID 

If you were collecting your spare change for 

Water Aid, can you being your collection in 

when you are able.                                                                                   

Those not collecting may wish to make a     

donation.                                                                                       

Please put it in a marked envelope in the 

offering basket.                        Many thanks 

Women's Fellowship at 2.30p.m on Tuesday May 16th 

Film Afternoons suspended until September 



Speak out       By the Ven John Barton  

As a little boy growing up during World War II, I spent night after night in a 

bomb shelter. Why were those wicked Germans strafing us? Why was every-

thing rationed (especially sweets)? After the war I began to understand that 

many other countries had suffered too, and  unspeakable atrocities had been 

inflicted on Jews and other defenceless minorities. In my own lifetime, history 

had shown what happens when a failure to recognise the unique worth of all 

other human beings turns civilised people into monsters. 

It was hard to accept that Germans were an enlightened, cultured                   

people whose history, like ours, was steeped in the Christian faith. Yet as I 

grew older, I came to the conclusion that if they could succumb to an evil ide-

ology, despite the values which must have been instilled in them as children, 

so could we, and it would be arrogant and blinkered to imagine we were im-

mune from the influence of inhuman propaganda. 

We need to highlight disinformation and speak out when other people are 

demeaned, even if that makes us unpopular. Keeping silent when others are 

being oppressed is not an option.  The German Pastor Martin Niemöller issued 

this warning:                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                      

 First they came for the Communists 

 And I did not speak out 

 Because I was not a Communist. 

 Then they came for the Socialists 

 And I did not speak out 

 Because I was not a Socialist. 

 Then they came for the trade unionists 

 And I did not speak out 

 Because I was not a trade unionist. 

 Then they came for the Jews 

 And I did not speak out 



May  

1st  

Church Lectern - readers & worship leaders 

Offices of the church Treasurer & admin 

Church membership F 

Church connections Churches Together for Fromeside 

World wide church Cuba 

  

8th  

Church Organ - organists/pianists & those who control the hymnal 

Offices of the church Worship leaders 

Church membership G 

Church connections Leigh's other churches: Yate, Shortwood & Zion 

World wide church Ethiopia 

  

15th  

Church The entrance - welcome stewards & visitors 

Offices of the church Preachers 

Church membership H & I 

Church connections North East cluster 

World wide church Jordan 

  

22nd  

Church The pews - the congregation 

Offices of the church Minister 

Church membership J & K 

Church connections Bristol & South Glos Methodist Circuit 

World wide church Congo DR (DRC) 

  

29th  

Church The vestry - stewards 

Offices of the church Junior church 

Church membership L 

Church connections The Methodist connection world wide 

World wide church Mozambique 



Preachers for May        Flowers 

7th  Revd. Leigh Maydew     Mrs M Streeting 

14th  Revd. Teddy Kalonga                                              Mrs J. Glass                                          

  6p.m    T4F Christian Aid service at Salem  

21st  Mr David Carter      Mrs A. Jeffery 

28th  LA   Easter Offering                                             Mrs M Johnston                                     

   dedication service 

Minister 

Revd. Leigh Maydew 

Tel :   07388 083488 

Email   leigh.maydew@methodist.org.uk 

Community                                    

Bring and Share  tea party 

on Sunday May 7th  at 3 p.m.                                                           

in the Car Park                                                   

or Hall if wet. 

Come along and bring             

something  to share                              

at tea time 

Children’s activities,  games 

and quizzes or simply sit and 

chat 

ALL ARE WELCOME 


