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Happy New Year to you all 



 We rejoice with great gladness as the Church celebrates the feast of 
the Epiphany of the Lord, for the central message of this feast is the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the world—not just 
for the chosen people of Israel, but for all humanity.  

In the Gospel, we hear the story of the Magi, men from the East who 
symbolise the Gentiles—representing all of us. The journey of the 
Magi offers profound insights for our own spiritual lives: 

The Star as a Guide 
The star that guided the Magi to the new born King represents the 
divine light leading us to Jesus. Just as the star pointed the Magi               
toward Christ, we too can become a light to others. By radiating the 
love of Christ through our acts of service, compassion, forgiveness, 
and kindness, we can lead others to encounter Him. 

The Zeal of the Magi 
The Magi were unwavering in their quest to find the divine king. 
They sacrificed their comforts and endured a long, perilous journey, 
always following the guiding star. Their journey symbolizes our own 
faith pilgrimage. We are called to ask ourselves: Are we as zealous in 
seeking and loving God? Are we willing to set aside worldly                          
distractions and dedicate our hearts, minds, and souls to Him?                   
Like the Magi, our faith journey will not always be easy. We may face 
difficulties, uncertainties, and even failures. But let us take comfort 
in the words of the Lord: “Do not fear, I am with you.” 

Offering Gifts to Jesus 
When the Magi finally reached Jesus, they worshiped Him and 
offered precious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. As we reflect 
on their offerings, we are invited to consider what we can give to   
Jesus this Epiphany? Perhaps we can offer Him our time, our talents, 
our resources, and our acts of kindness—all for His glory. 

 

 

 

 

 



The New Car Rota and Flower  

Rota are now ready 

Please sign up as often as you 

feel able.. It is important that 

as many people as possible 

do this so that it does not               

become burdensome for a 

few. 

If you are not able to arrange 

flowers,, Elizabeth will always 

do it for you. 

We also need more                            

volunteers for the Tea Rota 



Peaceful mind  

The Bible tells the story of Jesus and His disciples in a boat. The wind 
blows, the waves rise, and the disciples are stressed. Like them, we also 
get hit by storms in life. Like them, we can’t control what comes our 
way. But like them, we can know that Jesus is also with us. 

Why not take a moment to ponder these promises: 

In peace I will lie down and sleep, for You alone, Lord, make me dwell in 
safety. (Psalm 4:8) 

The Lord gives strength to His people, the Lord blesses His people with 
peace. (Psalm 29:11) 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – 18th to 25th January 

This year the prayers and reflections are from 
the Armenian Apostolic Church, along with 
the Armenian Catholic and Evangelical 
Churches. 

These resources draw upon centuries-old                          
traditions of prayer and petitions used by the 
Armenian people, along with hymns that          
originated in the ancient monasteries and churches of Armenia,                    
some of which date as far back as the fourth century. 

They extend an invitation to draw upon this shared Christian heritage 
and to delve more deeply into our fellowship in Christ, which unites 
Christians worldwide. 



January means back to normal for our regular activities 

Please join  us 

 

Wednesday January 7th at 10.30 a.m. 

Come and enjoy fellowship over                      

coffee/tea and biscuits 

 

Tuesday January 13th at 2 p.m. 

New season of films 

This month we will show the latest (final) 

film about  the family at                                    

DOWNTON ABBEY  

 

Saturday January 17th at 10.30 a.m. 

Bacon Butty  and toasted teacake 

morning 

 

Tuesday January 26th at 2.30p.m. 

All ladies are invited to join us at our                                  

Women’s Fellowship afternoon 



Prayer for the New Year, 2026 

Dear Father, Lord of all time, 

Here we are! Another New Year! So many mixed emotions for  different people, 
for different reasons. For some, the reluctance to leave a year which brought 
joy and happiness; for some the relief of leaving behind a difficult year; for 
some, sadness at moving into a year where a loved one has never been; for 
some, apprehension and   insecurity about what might lie ahead in this world of 
polarisation, conflict and confusion about what is true. 

Lord, help us to take time at the start of 2026 to refocus our hearts, minds and 
spirits – to tune into you, our un-changing God. 

Help us to be calmed and encouraged by the promise of Jesus that He is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. The safe Way. The ultimate Truth. The Life, your 
gift, to be with you for all eternity. 

You promised never to leave us or forsake us. When we put our trust in you, 
through what Jesus did on the cross, we are secure, we are accompanied, no 
matter what the New Year brings.  

We can go forward, safely. Thank you, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 

Some one-liners to consider 

Life is too short for us to do everything we want to do;                                                                     
but it is long enough for us to do everything God wants us to do. – Anon  

The future belongs to those who belong to God. This is hope. – W T 
Purkiser 

We are not always doing the most business for God                                                    
when we are the busiest. – John Henry Jowett  



January 2026  

5th  

Church Vestry - stewards 

Offices of the church Treasurer 

Church membership W, X, Y, Z 

Church connections Turnaround Bristol (formerly The Methodist Centre 

World wide 

Church                         

      Brunei 
  

  

12th  

Church Entrance - welcome stewards & visitors 

Offices of the church Worship leaders 

Church membership A 

Church connections Yate Food Bank 

World wide 

Church                         

       Chad 
  

  
19th  

Church Hall & rooms - the various meetings & groups who use them 

Offices of the church Church & community worker - Naomi Sharp 

Church membership B 

Church connections Bristol & South Glos Methodist Circuit 

World wide 

Church                         

      Jordan 
  

  

26th  

Church Kitchen - all who provide & serve refreshments 

Offices of the church Communion stewards 

Church membership C 

Church connections Children in the community 

World wide 

Church                         

          North Korea 
  



Minister                                                    

Revd. Leigh Maydew 

Tel :   07388 083488 

Email                                

leigh.maydew@methodist.org.uk 

Lay worker 

Naomi Sharp 

Tel :  07854 727380 

Email 

churchandcommunity@ 
bsgc.org.uk> 

Preachers for January 2026    Flowers  

4th  Miss Naomi Sharp     ————- 

11th  Rev Leigh Maydew    Mrs S. Ayres 

18th  Mr Chris Leese     Mrs S. Wollen 

25th  Mr Tim Lansdown    Mrs M Johnston 

Thank you to all who supported our Christmas events 

There was a good number at the carol service                                                               
and also at the Christmas morning service. 

The Christingle Bacon Butty morning brought in new faces 

The Elm Park School Carol service was a good event as was 
the Carol singing with the Demnetia Friendly group                                                            

at the Community Centre  

Thank you Leigh and Naomi for these services  

Thank you too to Elizabeth  for the beautiful floral                   
arrangements  and to the men who erected the tree and 

outside lights 

It is good that we can all work together                                           
and serve our local community  


